
 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

128
th

 Annual Meeting 

September 24, 2016 

Carmine’s Tuscan Grill, New Haven, CT 
 

President Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

Following the invocation, a moment of silence was observed for our compatriots who have passed away 

this year 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, Secretary Paul Selnau indicated that, with 

16 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting on April 2, 2016 were approved by email voting. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

Additional Reports: 

 

Real Property Steward – (See full report on the web site) presented by David Packard. After the report 

was filed the David reported that a work party will be held at East Haddam this year, a date has not been 

established.  David asked for a volunteer to take Robert Rivard’s position on the properties committee, 

who will be stepping down. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – (See full report on the web site) Daniel Benoit presented an abbreviated report for 

review by the members present. He reported that we are in good financial position; all paperwork has 

been submitted to Vanguard in preparation to transfer our funds to Fidelity accounts, making the 

accounting process easier to track.  Dan reported that we have approximately $30,000.00 remaining in the 

properties account from the Adams Grant.  Todd requested a list of the artifacts the CTSSAR sold at 

auction and an accounting as to how the funds were spent.  In addition, he requested a breakdown of how 

the funds were spent to restore the war office, Dan will review the past records provide the available 

information. 

 

Old Business 

 

Massing of the Colors and War Office event: Bill Robbins reported 39 flags will be presented that day, he 

is anticipating additional flags. He needs volunteers to help line up the flags for the presentation starting at 

1:30, the war office set up will begin at 8:30.  The DAR will hold a luncheon at the Trumbull House from 

12:00 to 2:00 house for members attending and volunteering for the events.  We will be having two 

ceremonies at the war office starting at 1:00.    The plans for the massing and the war office are 

proceeding on schedule and on budget.  A full accounting will be sent to the Treasurer. 

  



 

The CTSSAR received the following awards at Congress this year: The Liberty Medal was awarded to 

Russell Wirtalla; The Admiral Furlong Memorial Award, the CAR Activities Award, and a Certificate of 

participation in JROTC Award, Certificate of participation in the Eagle Scout Award and Partners and 

Patriotism Certificate was presented to the CTSSAR; Partners and Patriotism Certificates were presented 

to the following Branches, Mead Branch, Wadsworth Branch, Sherman Branch, Putnam Branch, Wolcott 

Branch; the Humphreys Branch received an award for twenty percent participation; David Perkins 

received a certificate of appreciation for his work with NSSAR Eagle Scout committee, The Von Steuben 

Medal was awarded to Russell Wirtalla. 

 

Gregory Thompson proposal to have new members write two different checks one for National and one 

for State.  Greg was unable to attend today’s meeting.  The President postponed this topic will be 

postponed until the next meeting. 

 

Issues relating to employees.  President Stewart noting that he did not have a vote in this decision 

reviewed the CTSSAR employment history and made the following statement: The president shared his 

meeting experiences at congress and stated that the By-Laws can be interpreted in different ways and 

urged compromises in in todays discussion. The President put a two-minute time limit on members 

presenting their position and on a rebuttal; there were no objections made to this point of order.  President 

Stewart noted that we’ve had employees since July 2005; eleven years and through seven presidents.  At 

this point we need to bring this issue to the table, discuss it, and come to a resolution.  As the by-laws 

stand, the BOM has no authority over the Properties; the President has the authority to appoint members 

to the committee. At our executive committee meeting Bill Fenn informed us that “technically” the 

Manross Fund cannot pay for employees; however, the argument for funding employees could be made.  

Upkeep, maintenance, and improvements of the properties and states that the Property Stewart is 

responsible for operations of the property, under that definition that could mean the hiring of employees.  

We cannot resolve by-law issues today but we need to make a decision today as to how we want to 

proceed with employees.  David Packard has informed the President that he will not be able to open the 

New London School House for children without having employees.  The education of children is part of 

our mission; we should not end the hiring of employees without a clear plan in place to replace them.  Our 

society is listed as a non-profit organization not a volunteer organization and are therefore we are allowed 

to hire employees.  Therefore, if are not getting the volunteers we must do something to keep the 

properties open and right know that means hiring employees. 

 

A lengthy discussion between the members as to pros and cons of continuing to hire employees took 

place.  At the conclusion of that discussion, President Stewart asked for a motion.  Lee Gerlander made a 

motion that the CTSSAR will not be an employer and will take the necessary steps to terminate 

employees by December 31, 2016.   The motion was second by Todd Gerlander.  After a general 

discussion, the termination date was not extended. It was also noted that given our current by-laws, a 

motion on employees could be brought to the board at a later date. 

 

Four members voted in favor of the motion; twelve members voted not in favor of the motion.  The 

motion did not carry; the CTSSAR will continue to hire employees. 

 

 

Recess for Lunch 12:05 

 

Reconvene: 1:05 

  



 

New Business 

 

Dave Packard presented a grant request to the BOM for painting the East Haddam School House.  The 

Grant will come from the State of Connecticut in the amount of $5,000.00 as part of the State Historic 

Process processed through DECD.  The work will need to be done under the State public bidding process 

and will be complicated. Secretary Selnau offered to assist in the preparation of the bid documents and 

assist David Packard in establishing subcommittee to review the bidding process.  David Packard made a 

motion was made to submit the grant and for the Secretary to process a certified resolution as part of the 

application.  The motion was second by Daniel Benoit; all members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Discussion about new members Certificates; Due to recent delays and difficulties in new members 

receiving their certificates, Secretary Selnau will be initiating a new policy when he receives, a new 

member certificate. Secretary Selnau indicated that he generally sends out certificates to the Branches 

with in two weeks’ time, this changes based on when the certificates arrive.  Certificates are held if a 

BOM meeting is near, if we have inclement weather, or if we around a holiday season, that process will 

continue.  However, the following process will be added to the Secretary’s duties and will be included in 

the procedure manual he is preparing.   

 

When a new certificate arrives, the secretary will contact the new member by phone and welcome him 

into the CTSSAR, he will inform them that he has been assigned to a specific Branch.  He will give them 

the Branch’s meeting schedule, and let them know that the Branch President will be contacting them to 

arrange for their induction into the CTSSAR.  An email will be sent to the new member, the Branch 

President, Branch Secretary, the President, the Registrar, and the Membership Committee Chairman, 

informing them that the new member has joined their Branch and the Certificate has been sent to the 

Branch.  The secretary requested that all Branch’s send him their yearly meeting schedule. 

 

David Perkins asked David Packard about the schedule for having the Cub Scout campout on September 

30
th

 to October 1
st
 in East Haddam.  The event is in process, on schedule and insurance certificates are in 

place, CTSSAR members are not required to be in attendance. 

 

David Perkins will be picking up our first CTSSAR flag that is being returned to us from the NSSAR 

Museum Board, Charlie Brown of the Vermont Society.  He will bring it to our next meeting.  This flag 

was discovered in the War Office when we took possession of it, we should look into display options for 

it at the War Office. 

 

David Perkins discussed the CTSSAR Sharefile folder that National has set up for use in uploading 

documents.  David would like to move away from using our web site and begin using this location. It will 

be password protected and backed up, it can also be used for an archive location for our documents. 

Secretary Selnau will make arrangements to get to New London and review the documents on file in the 

basement and work to get these documents on the Sharefile. 

 

David Perkins asked Daniel Benoit if he has received any comments back from the IRS on the documents 

we submitted and on the Life Membership rates.  Daniel Benoit indicated we sent the response indicating 

that we file the extension on time and he needs to contact them; the Life Membership rates have been 

established and will be submitted for publication. 
 

David Perkins distributed new 2016 directories for all Branches. 

  



 

Members Present 

 

Branch One 

Ethan Stewart, Richard Kendell, Tim Wilkins, Bill Fen, Bill Robbins, Bill Lane 

Branch Four 

Peter Faulkner (Proxy for Russell Wirtalla), Randy Gerlander, Todd Gerlander, Lee Gerlander, 

Gary Pitcock 

Branch Five 

Branch Six 

Tyler Smith 

Branch Seven 

Damien Cregeau 

Branch Nine 

David Perkins 

Branch Ten 

Paul Selnau 

Branch Eleven 

Daniel Benoit 

Branch Twelve 

David Packard 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 1:40 

 

Respectfully submitted: Paul H. Selnau, CTSSAR Secretary  


